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1.] The following extracts confirm the lawful obligations of government to assist the 
people in developing their own banks, courts, identity and self-determination with full 
participation of the people. The people shall govern. 

   
61/295. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

 
2.] Resolution adopted by the General Assembly 
 
3.] Affirming also that all peoples contribute to the diversity and richness of civilizations 

and cultures, which constitute the common heritage of humankind, 
 
4.] Affirming further that all doctrines, policies and practices based on or advocating 

superiority of peoples or individuals on the basis of national origin or racial, religious, 
ethnic or cultural differences are racist, scientifically false, legally invalid, morally 
condemnable and socially unjust, 

 
5.] Reaffirming that indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights, should be free 

from discrimination of any kind, 
 
6.] Concerned that indigenous peoples have suffered from historic injustices as a result 

of, inter alia, their colonization and dispossession of their lands, territories and 
resources, thus preventing them from exercising, in particular, their right to 
development in accordance with their own needs and interests, 

 
7.] Recognizing the urgent need to respect and promote the inherent rights of 

indigenous peoples which derive from their political, economic and social structures 
and from their cultures, spiritual traditions, histories and philosophies, especially their 
rights to their lands, territories and resources, 

 
8.] Acknowledging that the Charter of the United Nations, the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights2 and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights,2 as well as the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,3 affirm 
the fundamental importance of the right to self-determination of all peoples, by virtue 
of which they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, 
social and cultural development, 

 
9.] Welcoming the fact that indigenous peoples are organizing themselves for political, 

economic, social and cultural enhancement and in order to bring to an end all forms 
of discrimination and oppression wherever they occur, 

 
10.] Convinced that control by indigenous peoples over developments affecting them and 

their lands, territories and resources will enable them to maintain and strengthen 
their institutions, cultures and traditions, and to promote their development in 
accordance with their aspirations and needs, 

 
11.] Convinced that the recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples in this Declaration 

will enhance harmonious and cooperative relations between the State and 
indigenous peoples, based on principles of justice, democracy, respect for human 
rights, non-discrimination and good faith, 
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12.] Encouraging States to comply with and effectively implement all their obligations as 
they apply to indigenous peoples under international instruments, in particular those 
related to human rights, in consultation and cooperation with the peoples concerned, 

 
13.] Recognizing and reaffirming that indigenous individuals are entitled without 

discrimination to all human rights recognized in international law, and that indigenous 
peoples possess collective rights which are indispensable for their existence, well-
being and integral development as peoples, 

 

14.] Article 3 
Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they 
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development. 

 

15.] Article 4 
Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to 
autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as 
well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions. 
 

16.] Article 5 
Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct political, 
legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to 
participate fully, if they so choose, in the political, economic, social and cultural life of 
the State. 
 

 
Articles relating to Customs: 

 
Article 9 

17.] Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to belong to an indigenous 
community or nation, in accordance with the traditions and customs of the 
community or nation concerned. No discrimination of any kind may arise from the 
exercise of such a right. 

 
18.] Article 11 

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to practise and revitalize their cultural traditions 
and customs. This includes the right to maintain, protect and develop the past, 
present and future manifestations of their cultures, such as archaeological and 
historical sites, artefacts, designs, ceremonies, technologies and visual and 
performing arts and literature. 
2. States shall provide redress through effective mechanisms, which may include 
restitution, developed in conjunction with indigenous peoples, with respect to their 
cultural, intellectual, religious and spiritual property taken without their free, prior and 
informed consent or in violation of their laws, traditions and customs. 

 
19.] Article 12 

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to manifest, practise, develop and teach their 
spiritual and religious traditions, customs and ceremonies; the right to maintain, 
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protect, and have access in privacy to their religious and cultural sites; the right to 
the use and control of their ceremonial objects; and the right to the repatriation of 
their human remains. 

 
20.] Article 26 

3. States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands, territories and 
resources. Such recognition shall be conducted with due respect to the customs, 
traditions and land tenure systems of the indigenous peoples concerned. 

 
21.] Article 27 

States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples 
concerned, a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process, giving due 
recognition to indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure 
systems, to recognize and adjudicate the rights of indigenous peoples pertaining to 
their lands, territories and resources, including those which were traditionally owned 
or otherwise occupied or used. Indigenous peoples shall have the right to 
participate in this process. 

 
22.] Article 33 

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine their own identity or membership 
in accordance with their customs and traditions. 
This does not impair the right of indigenous individuals to obtain citizenship of the 
States in which they live. 
2. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine the structures and to select the 
membership of their institutions in accordance with their own procedures. 

 
23.] Article 34 

Indigenous peoples have the right to promote, develop and maintain their 
institutional structures and their distinctive customs, spirituality, traditions, 
procedures, practices and, in the cases where they exist, juridical systems or 
customs, in accordance with international human rights standards. 

 
24.] Article 40 

Indigenous peoples have the right to access to and prompt decision through just and 
fair procedures for the resolution of conflicts and disputes with States or other 
parties, as well as to effective remedies for all infringements of their individual and 
collective rights. Such a decision shall give due consideration to the customs, 
traditions, rules and legal systems of the indigenous peoples concerned and 
international human rights. 

 
 


