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International Commission of Jurists 

From the ICJ About page at the following URL link: http://www.icj.org/about/  

 

About 

Composed of 60 eminent judges and lawyers from all regions of the world, the 

International Commission of Jurists promotes and protects human rights through the 

Rule of Law, by using its unique legal expertise to develop and strengthen national 

and international justice systems. Established in 1952 and active on the five 

continents, the ICJ aims to ensure the progressive development and effective 

implementation of international human rights and international humanitarian law; 

secure the realization of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights; safeguard 

the separation of powers; and guarantee the independence of the judiciary and legal 

profession. 

 

Vision 

The ICJ strives for: 

 A world in which, through the Rule of Law, a just, democratic and peaceful 

society is achieved, arbitrary exercise of power is prevented, rights and 

freedoms are expanded, and social justice is embraced. 

 A world in which, through the Rule of Law, everyone is able to realise and 

exercise, without discrimination, his or her civil, cultural, economic, political and 

social rights, and in which the rights of the most marginalised are particularly 

addressed. 

 A world in which everyone is equal before the law and protected from human 

rights violations by the law and in practice; one in which those in power are held 

accountable for human rights violations; where justice is administered in 

accordance with due process of law; where victims have access to effective 

remedies and justice; and those who come before the courts receive a fair trial 

and never face the death penalty. 

 

Mission 

The ICJ’s mission is: 

http://www.icj.org/about/
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 To ensure that international law, especially human rights and humanitarian law, 

is utilised effectively for protection, particularly for the most vulnerable, and is 

implemented through effective national and international procedures. 

 To promote and expand the Rule of Law as a dynamic concept through which 

civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights are safeguarded and 

advanced. 

 To advance the understanding that the Rule of Law requires that states, under 

the principle of separation of powers, develop effective executive, judicial and 

legislative institutions and measures, as checks and balances, to respect and 

protect the human rights of all. 

 To assist judges, lawyers and prosecutors, acting under the highest ethical 

standards and professional integrity, to be independent, impartial, and free to 

carry out their professional duties. 

 

Stategic goals 2016-2020 

 Strategic Goal 1: Independence of Judges and Lawyers 

 Strategic Goal 2: Access to Justice for All 

 Strategic Goal 3: Accountability for Human Rights Violations and Abuses 

 Strategic Goal 4: Rule of Law and International Human Rights Standards and 

Instruments 

 Strategic Goal 5: Domestic implementation and compliance 

 

TOWARDS A WORLD COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS:  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

DECEMBER 2011 - Supporting Paper to the 2011 Report of the Panel on Human 

Dignity 

 

The founding of the United Nations in 1945, with the promotion of universal 

observance of human rights as a principle objective under its Charter, launched an 

era of international human rights institution-building and standard-setting. The 

impressive human rights architecture developed over the following seven decades 

includes the UN Human Rights Council and its wide-ranging mechanisms. States 

have elaborated and adopted nine major universal human rights treaties, and 

numerous declaratory standards.  
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An independent Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) exists 

to carry out human rights work on a global scale. There has been established an 

International Criminal Court (ICC) to try persons suspected of war crimes and crimes 

against humanity. 

 

There remains, however, a glaring gap in this impressive human rights architecture: 

a World Court of Human Rights, that would make available a judicial mechanism to 

provide enforceable and effective justice to individual victims of human rights 

violations. 

 

It is a fundamental principle of law that rights must be accompanied by remedies. In 

the area of human rights, victims of violations may have their rights rendered 

meaningless if they are not able to gain access to justice through effective remedies 

and reparation. 

 

Because human rights are legal rights, their violation should be addressed through 

the availability of judicial remedies, even if those remedies are complemented by 

non-judicial remedies. 

 

Although human rights have long been the subject of international law and 

standards, individual States retain the primary responsibility for providing access to 

remedies at the national level. However, the promise of universal human rights 

protection is not likely to be fulfilled unless and until victims of human rights 

violations are able to have access to effective remedies at both the national and 

international levels. A complimentary system of remedies at the international level is 

necessary to address instances where a State is unable or unwilling to provide 

remedies for violations or where such remedies are ineffective. 

 

The principle that rights require national and international judicial remedies is not 

simply an abstract platitude. It is compelling because the international human rights 

standards that States have accepted are so often honoured in their breach rather 

than their observance.  
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Under the Rule of Law, it is the essential role of the judiciary to ensure that breaches 

are repaired. It is therefore time to renew the drive to establish a universal judicial 

mechanism. With the establishment of a World Court of Human Rights, the last 

major piece would be in place for the realization of an effective and comprehensive 

international human rights system. 

 

…The right of a victim of a human rights violation to a remedy includes the right to 

hold States, which have the duty to guarantee the enjoyment of human rights to 

persons within their jurisdiction, to account before an independent and impartial body 

that is capable of adjudicating the complaint and issue a binding decision. Such a 

body must be empowered to prescribe reparation for the injury suffered. This is 

fundamental to international human rights law, and is set out in numerous 

international instruments, including the UDHR, the universal and regional human 

rights treaties, and the jurisprudence of mechanisms established by those treaties. 

[28] 

 

All States reaffirmed this principle at the UN General Assembly in 2005, when 

adopting the Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to Remedy and 

Reparation. 

Those principles affirm that “the obligation to respect… and implement international 

human rights law… includes… the duty to provide those who claim to be victims of 

a… violation with equal and effective access to justice… and… to provide effective 

remedies to victims…” [29] 

______________________________ 

28. E.g. Universal Declaration of Human Rights Article 8; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

Article 2(3)(a); Human Rights Committee General Comment 31: The Nature of the General Legal 

Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant; International Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Racial Discrimination Article 6; Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination General 

Recommendation 26: Article 6 of the Convention; Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women Article 2; Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 

General Recommendation 19: Violence Against Women; Convention against Torture and other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment Article 14; Convention on the Rights of the Child Article 

39; Committee on the Rights of the Child General Comment 5: General measures of implementation of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child; International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 

Enforced Disappearance Article 8(2); International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 

Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families Article 83; Hague Convention with Respect to the Laws 

and Customs of War on Land Article 3); Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 relating to 

the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts Article 91; Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court Articles 68 and 75; European Convention on Human Rights Articles 13 and 41; American 
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Convention on Human Rights Articles 10 and 25; Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' 

Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa Article 25. 

29. Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of 

Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law. 

Source: http://icj.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/World-

court-final-23.12-pdf1.pdf  

http://icj.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/World-court-final-23.12-pdf1.pdf
http://icj.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/World-court-final-23.12-pdf1.pdf

